
~ISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 
OF 

VIRGINIA-
CONTAINING ~-

A COLLECTION OF THE MOST INTERESTING FACTS, TRADITIONS, 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, ANECDOTES,' &0. 

RELATING TO 

ITS HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES, 
TOGETHER WITH 

GEOGRAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL DESCRIPTIONS. 
TO WHICH 18 APPENDED, 

AN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE SKETCH 
OP THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

ILLUSTRATED BY 

OVER 100 ENGRAVINGS, 
GIVING 

VIEWS OF THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS,-SEATS OF EMINENT MEN,
PUBLIC BUILDINGS,-RELICS OF ANTIQUITY,-HISTORIC 

LOCALITIES, NATURAL SCENERY, ETC., ETC. 

BY HENRY HOWE.\-

[Arms ofVif&Wa,] 

[Tb .. 01...,. W1Ib tynall.] 

QHARLESTo.Nl_ S. C. 
PUBLISHED-:SYBABCOCK & CO. 

1845. 

----







146 

The following are llItI of Vlr&inlau who have held hIch puhI1e Ilatiou 1III4er the cenen1 IOftJ!I
ment. They are camplele only 10 the year 1842. 

Pr.ridertU of IA. u,uU4 StGIu.-Georp Waablncton. eleeted 1789; dlecI Dee. 1~, 1m, qed 67. 
Thomas J811'"",,n, elected 1811; died July" 1826, a&ed 83. James MadIson, eleeted 1809; dieil JUDe 
!18th, J836, aged 84. James Monroe,.elected 1817; dled July" 1831, aged 72. William Henry Harriaon, 
eleeled In 1841 ; died April .. 1841, ",ed 68. John Tyler, 1841. 

Yiu-Pr.,i4D&U of 1M l7aiUd /4tu.-Thomas JeJI'enon, elected 1797. John Tyler, eleel8d 1841. 
8u:rlt4riu of 814t1.-Tbomu Je1!enon, 1789. Edmund Randolph, 179t ; died Sept. J2, 1813. Joh .. 

Man .... U. J800; died JUIT 6, 1835, a&ed 79. James MadIson, 18)1. James Monroe, 18l1. Henry Clay 
(born In Va.,) 1825. Abe P. Upshur, 1843; died Feb. 28, 18«. John Fonyth, (born In Va.,) 1834; died 
Oct. 22, )841, ~d 61. 

&cretariu of W",..-James Monroe, 1814. lames Barbour, 1825' died June 8, 1842, a&ed 66. 
&crttariu of 1M .Ma",.-Abel P. Upshur, 184L Thomas W. Gd,,';er, 180; died Feb. 28, 1844. John 

Y. MMOn, 1844 . 
.IIItOntey-O........u.-Edmund Randolph. 1789. Charles Lee, 1795; dIed lune 24, 181S, qed 58. 

William Wirt, (D. C.,) 1817; died Feb. 18, 1834, aged 61. Peter V. DanIel, appointed 10 J833, but de 
cUned. 

Clkf-.l1UtUu of 1M tqn'tJfU Coatrt.-John Man .... u, 1811 10 183S. 
.I1 .. o<i4l. do.-John B\alr,l789 10 1796; dIed AUIf. 31, 1800, "ed 68. Boshrod Wub1n~, lil18 to 

1829; died June 14, 1832. a&ed 73. Thomas Todd, 18)7 10 IIfl6; dIed Feb. 1lfl6. PbIllp P. Barbour, 183& 
10 1841; died Feb. 25, 1841, ",ed 60. Peter V. DanIel, 1841. 

F ... .;g,. Mi.uler •. -James Monroe, Mlnlster PlenIpotentiary 10 Great Britain In 1813, 1806, and leas. 
lames Barbour, do. 10 do. In 18!l8. Andrew Sl8veDSOn, do. 10 do. In 1836. WIllIam Sbort, Cbarp de Af
faires 10 France In 1790. James Monroe, MInister Plenipotentiary 10 do. In 1794. Patrldt Henry, MiD. 
Plen. 10 do. 10 1799 ; did not aceepL Wm. C. Rlv .... MIn. Plen. and Envoy Emaordlnary 10 do. In 1829. 
Wm. Sbort, Minister Resident 10 Spain, 179t. James Monroe, MIn. Plen. 10 Spe.ln, 18l4. John Fon;'tb, 
(born In Va.,) MIn. Plen. 1819. Hogb Nebon. Min. Plen. and En. Ex. 10 Spe.In,I823. Wm. Short, MIn. 
Res. 10 Netherlands, 1~1. John Graham, Mln. Plen. 10 Brazil, 1819. Tbomu L. L. Brent, Cbaq~ de 
AffiLIres to do~ 1825. Henry Clay, (born In Va~) to Pruaala, 1823. John Randolph, about 183I,lIJln. Plen. 
to Ruaala. RIchard C. Andenan, MiD. Plen. 10 ColombIa, 1823. Wm. Boulware, CbargO de A&Ires 
Two Sicllies, 1841. Wm. Brent, Cbarg6 d' Affillnea 10 Buenos Ayres, 1844. Henry A. WIse, Mlnlsler to 
Bru1I in 1844. Wm. M. Dladtford, Cbar~ d' A1IltJres to New Grenada, IBti. Wm. Cmmp, CbarJt 
d' Atralnea 10 CbIll, 1844. 

U. 8. _', froa 1M aUptio .. of IA. c.....tit.ai .... -Wm. S. Archer, 1!W2 to 1847. JIUDeS Barbour, 
1815 10 11!2S. RIchard Brent, 1819 to 1815. John W. Eppes, 1817 to 1819; clied Sept. J83O,~ 50. Wm. 
B. Gil .. , 1814 10 IS16; died Dee. 8, 18:10. WllUam GraY:!oD, 1781110 1790; died March Ii, 1'1118. JUcIIoN 
H. Ue, 1781110 171l2; dIed 19th June. 179t. "lI"d O!I. Benjamin WaUdns LeIgh. 1834 to 1838. A. T. 
Mason, 181S 10 1817; died 6th Feb. 1819, ~ 33. James Monroe, 1790 10 179t. Andre .. Moore, 1814 to 
1819. Wilson C. Nichol ..... 1799 10 1~; died 10th OcL 1!Bl. James PI_nls, 1819 10 II!!a John Ran
dolph, 1825 to 1827; died 24th May, 1833, ajled 60. WUllam C. Rives. 1832 10 1834, 1836 to 1839. 186 to 
1845. John Taylor. ahoot 1IJ03. Henry Tazewell, 179t 10 1799. LlttlelOn W. Tazewell, 18!U to 1833. 
Jobn Tyler, 1827 10 1836. Abrabam B. Venable, 1813 10 18l4; perished 10 the RIchmond n.-tre, !J6th 
IJec.lsll. John Walker, 1700. 

AI .... IH:r. of IA. Old Coagr ... f,.",. 1774 to 1711!, itld ....... -Th ....... Adams. 1778 to 17!!O. John BanIs
..... 1778 10 1779. Rlcbard Bland. 1774 to 1776: died In 1778. Theodorick Bland. 1780 10 17'83; died In 
1790, lIJled 48. Carter Braxton, 1776 ; died 1797, aged 61. Edward CarrIngton, 1i85 10 1786; died 1810, 
aged 61. John Fi"'bogh, 1779 10 lillO; died in 1819, aged 83. W1n. Grayson, 1784 10 1787. Cyrus GM
fln. 1778 10 1781,178710 1788 ; died In 1810. aged 62. Somuel Hardy, 1783 to 1785. John Harvie. 1778 to 
1779. Belli_min Harrison. 1774 10 1778 ; died 10 li9J. Jame. Henry. 1780 10 1781; died In 1805. Pat
rick Henry, li74 10 1776. Thorn ... Jeffenan, 177510 1777, 1783 10 1785. J_ph Jon .... 1777 to 1778, lil!O 
10 17'83. Arthur J.ee. 178110 1784; died 14th Dec. 1782. ",ed 42. Franci. L. Lee, 177S 10 1780; dled 
1797, a,:ed 63. Henry Ue, 1785 10 1788 ; clied in 1818. ",ed 62. Rlcbard H. Lee, 1774 to 1780, 1784 to 
J787; died In 179t, aged 62. Jam .. Madison. jr .• 1780 10 1783, 1786 10 1788; died In 1836. JatDel Mercer, 
1m 10 lillO. JlUDeo Monroe, 1783 10 1786; died July 4, 1831. Tbomu Nel.on, 1775 10 1777. 1779 to 
1780 ; died Jan. 4. 1780.aged 50. Mann Pa,:e. 1777. Edmund PendIelOn, 1774 to 1775; died In 1823,.~ 
!fl. Edmond Randolpb. 1m 10 1782; died in 1813. Peyton RAndolph, 1774 to 1775; died 22d OcL 1775, 
~ S2. Merlwetber Smith, 1778 10 1782. George Wasblngton, 177410 177S. George Wythe, 1775 to 
1777; died 6th June. 1806, aged 81. 

MerMor. of lAo Collv..ui .... fr .... Va ... lie! f ...... d 1M c.....tilttli .... of lAo l},dUd 8tatu.-John Blair, 
J"mes MadIson, Jr .. Goo'l'e M ..... n. Jam .. M'Clurg. Edmund Randolph, George WubinJlOn, and Georp 
Wythe. Me ...... Mason, M'Ciurg, RAndolpb, and Wythe, did not sign the constitution. 

List ofmemben from VirginiA, of tbe U. B. Hou,", of Repre,",nt&tiv", from the adoption of the Federal 
ConstItution to the 4th of March, 184.;. 

Alexander, I\fark 
Allen, John J. 
Allen, Robert 
Archer, Wm. B. 

Armstrong, Wm. 
Alldnson, A. 
Amlin, Archibald 
Bilker. John 
Ball, Wm.L. 
Bank .. Linn 
Barbour, John S. 

Barbour, PhUip P. 

Bartoo, RIchard W 

Banelt, BurweU 

181~33 Bayley. T. H. 
1833-3S Bayley. Tbom ... M. 
1827-33 Bellle. J. M. H. 

111fl6-33 BeIrne, Andrew 
1833-35 Bland, Theodore 
18!.!$-33 Bottll, John M. 
1843-4S Bouldln, Thomu T. 
1 17-19 Bouldin. J. W. 
]811-13 Breckenridge, James 

~~~ Brent, Richard 
I~ Browne, Jobn 

I 1814-25 Burwell, Wm. A. 
1827..;)0 Cabell, Samuel J. 
1841-43 Caperton, HlIl!h 

~ 111)5-13 Cary, George B. 
181~19 Chapman, A. A. 
18.'ll-31 , Josepb W . 

1843 ChlllOn, Samuel 1843 
1813-15 ClAIborne, John 1~ 
1833-:\7 C\a1borne, Natba.nlel H. I~ 
1837""1 f 17113-99 
1789-90 Claiborne, Thomu 11811-Ga 
1s:J9-.43 Clark, Cbrlalopher I~ 
1!f.!9-33 Clay, Matthew 1797-13 
1~ ll~ 1~17 Clopton, John 1!I01-16 

11795-99 Coke, Rleban! II!!l9-33 
I8IH13 Coles Iaaae 1178IHI 
I~' li93-G7 
1806-21 Col .... Waller I83S-45 
li9S-«l CoIslOn, Edward 1817-19 
1813-15 CraIJ, Bollert B. 1~ 
l84l-411 Cral«, RoLert 18J$...jl 
1843 Cnuilp, John 1~ 
1831-35 Davenport, Thomu l~ 
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Iafbnned, be wooJd immediately pen:elve that he was elllerbll the hotue ofllo __ .... III doe 
lpae\oIlI alld lofty ball which 0lins before him. he mnrb aD tawdry &ad unmeaallll oraamomla: bIlt be
fore, on the rilht, OIl the left, a I around. the eye 10 struck and gratified by objects of science &ad taste, 
... eIaued &ad &n'IlJII8CI, .. to produce their IInelt effect. On oae lide. lpedme". of lCulpture let out ill 
neb order .. to exhibit, at a coup d· ... U, the historical progreII of that art, from tbe tint rude a_pts 
of the aborlglaOl of our cnnntry. up 10 thaI esqulille aad ftnlshed bnst of the greal patriot bimoelf. m.. 
the master haad of Camoul. Oa the other Iide Ihe .... lIer _ dloplayed a vaat collectloa of spedmeDa 
of the ladlaa art, their palatl..,.. weapons. omaments. &ad manufilclures; on another aa array of the 
Co .. 11 prodaetlOllI of our country. minerai &ad aalmal; the polished remains of those ooloual mona_ 
that oa ... trod our forosls. and are aD more; and a vari"ll"ted display of the braachIJII hoa ... of u.c.e 
"~ba of the was...," that ItllI people the wUdI of the Amedeaa oontlaenL 

Monticello, the "eat of Thoma. JeJfenon. 

From thlo hall he was ushered InlO a noble ealoo ... (rom which the glorions laadleaJl" of the weal 
apIIl barsls upon his view; and which. within. Is hUI\IIi thick around with the IIn".t prodnctloal of the 
pencil-historical painD..,. of th. moot Itrilrlag .nbjecls. from all couatrieo. and all ap8; the portraIta 
of d1atllll!1llohed men &ad patriols. both of Europe aad America, and mednlllo .... &ad eagravlap la end-
1_ profusion. 

WhIle Ihe .... Iler was yellootln the contemplation of Ihese treasurel of the aria aad Ic\eaces, he ..... 
ltart1ed by the approaeh of a IIloIII &ad Iprilbtly ltep, and turning wllh Instlactlve reverea ... 10 the door 
of entrance. he was mel by: the tall. aad animated, and .... lely figure of the patriot hlm ... lf-hls 00IlJI"," 
nan ... beamlllll with Inleillgeace and benignity. and his ouls!retched haad, with Ita Itroac &ad oordIaI 
....... ure. contlrmlng the CO_UI welcome of hi. lip". And then came the charm of maaaer &ad COIl
veroatloa that paIIM all description .......... cheerful-eo UllMlumll\lli-eo free. aad easy. &ad hut, aad 
klad, and py.-that efta the rOUDI! and overawed, &ad em~ v\ailer forgels his foan, &ad felt 
hImoelf by the Iide or &a old &ad filmll\ar frielld. 

The subjoined memoir oC the author of the Declaration oC American Independence 
• abridged principally from the American Portrait-Gallery. 

TROMAsJEFnCII801f was bom 
at Shadwell, in this county, 
April2d, 1743. His ancestors 
were among the early settlers 
of Virginia, and hi. father, 
Peter Jefferson, was an in. 
fluential public man, who, at 
his death, left his eon an am· 

Fac-rimihof 77t0llllJl Jt.ffw.un" Signalure. pIe fortune. Jefferson pa8ld 
through his collegiate courae 

at William and Mary, with distinction, and became a student of law under the celebrated 
George Wythe. When of age, he wae admitted to the bar, and was IIOOn elccted a 
repl"8II8ntive from Albemarle to the legislature. From youth his mind was imbued with 
the mo.t liberal political sentiments. On one of his seale, about this time, was engraved 
the motto, "ReMlJnee to tyrlJnu U oblldinu:1l to God." These feelings strengthened 
with the position of po blic affairs. 

In 1772 he married Mi. Wayle., an amiable and accomplished lady. She died in 
aboal tea yean, leaYin, two infant daUPan. In 1773, JefFenon devi8ed and arranrd 
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WYTHE. 

WYTHE was formed in 1790, from Montgomery, and named from 
George Wythe, an eminent jurist, and a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence; it is 24 miles long and 20 wide. The greater 
part of the county is a mountain valley, included between Walk
er's mountain on the NW. and Iron mountain on the 8E. Wythe 
valley is an elevated table-land, about 2,200 feet above the level of 
the ocean. The surface is drained, principally, by New River and 
its tributaries. The soil is good, and peculiarly adapted to the 
cultivation of grass. Gypsum is advantageously used in agricul
ture. Wythe is rich in minerals, in iron, lead, and coal. Pop. in 
1840, whites 7,632, slaves 1,618, free colored 125; total, 9,375. 

Vie." in W!I,lIn1ill& 

Wytheville, the county-seat, is on the main turnpike from Har
per's Ferry to Knoxville, Tenn., 248 miles southwesterly from 
Richmond, 55 miles from Abingdon, and 27 from Newbern. This 
town was established by law in 1792, on land given by Stophel 
Zimmerman and John Davis; and the following gentlemen were 
appointed trustees: Alexander Smyth, Walter Crockett, 'Villiam 
Ward, Robert Adams, James Newell, David McGavock, \Villiam 
Caffee, and Jesse Evans; it bore the name of Evansham, until 
changed to its present one in 1838. It contains 8 mercantilf'l stores, 
2 newspaper printing-offices, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Protestant Metho
dist, 1 German Lutheran, and 1 Catholic church, and about 700 
inhabitant8. The village is neat, well built, and flourishing. 

About nine miles easterly of Wytheville, on the gl·eat road, an- , 
ciently stood Fort Chiawell, which was occnpied by British troops 
in Braddock's war. This spot was once the county-seat of Mont-




