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a Court of Law and Equity; the Office of the Lord Chancel
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A L SO 

The beft Forms and Precedents of Bills, Anfwers, Pleas, Demurrers, 
WI>S, Commifiions, Interrogatories, Aflidavits, Petitions, ami 
Order; : 

TOGETHER WITH 

A LIST of the OFFICERS and their Fees: 
LIKeWISE 

Other MATTERS urduJ for PRACTISIlRS. 
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IDf tbe ~OUtt of ~bancet~. 
Soifa bill be touching titles afland, not more than fix acres, Mor. 356. 

nnd not of the yearly value of forty lhillings, upon /hewing 
this to the court by affidavit, the caufe will ordinarily be 
difmilfed. To,h·30. 

But it is raid, that if the bill be for rent fervice, though . R 
ever fa fmall, the court will hold plea of it, becaufe the land Pca!\:. '1' 

. . f I) , I 227· (wlllch IS a greater va ue may elc leat. 
So where a fuit was for the benefit of the poor, it was re· Car)', R.p. 

turned here, though under forty Ihillings per an~um. '47, 

_
_ ...... ·w ... ' 7 , 

OFT H E 

Officers of the Court of Chancery. 

And firfl oj the Lord Chancellor. 

T HE Lord Chancellor (a eallal/ando. from his power 4 1nft. 94' 
to cancel letters patent, being the higljelt point ofhis 88. Lamb. 

jurifdiClion),or Lord Keeper, is the chief judge of the court :tl~~: 6~(. 
of Chancery. Ollie< L. <:. 

This is an office of the greatell weight and power. and 45.Crompl. 
requires not only the moll uncorrupted probity, but can· Jor. 41. 
Cum mate abilities, penetration, and difcernment; and it Ro'. 1',rI. 
may Co far be traced up into ages pall. ~s to difcover, that it ~4" ~~:. 4' 
has llill been an office of the lirll rank; and the ROil/ali; 

called him that had fuch an ofllce under their Emperors by 
,he name of 0inojJ'" Sacri Pain/ii, and he was to be pro. 
fllundly lkilled in the. divine and human laws, that fo he 
nlight be able to explain them for the people. 

Wi,h regard to the antiquity of this great officer, it is ob- 41,0. Sl. 
f~rvable, that both the B,.itijb and Saxoll Kings had their Dug. 33' 
Chancellors; and Dugdale mentions the names of fueh Jan.Anglo
Chancellors as he could meet with from goad authorities, rum, 1>7: I 

throughout the reigns of the fuccellive Kings of the Sa.~on ~~.;. Pm" 
'I h N. II f h . U. - I .. l".Abb.,. race, un{~ t e ormfl1J conque : 0 tr.ele IlrtVOna IS. t le (ut:1, p. 2%. 

fll n, who IS Ilyled .CalJ.al/aJ'illI to OJJa fo..mg of the Iffemans, n. 10. and p. 
,\1;0 began IllS fCIgn tn the year 758. '3' n. '0. 

F 2 The allnO 758• 
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68 .®f tbe <ltomt of <ltbat1ccr~. 
The eledion or creation of Chancellors, and Keepers, wag 

anciently of more than one {art, and alfo of men of dive!~ 
degrees and qualities. 

I /hall not enter into a long difcourfe of thofe diflinClions 
that have been taken notice of by fame authors, with refpeil 
to -the office and authority of the Lord Chancellor and 
Keeper: for all quellions are now taken away by the flatutc 
5 £Ii,<. and at this day there being but one '" great feal, 
there cann'ot be both a Chancellor and a Lord Keeper 
of the great feal at one time, becaufe both are but one oni,e, 

4 tnn. ,8. as is declared by the faid act: and the taking away the feal 
I ~Id. 33S. determines the office. 

The conflitution of Chancellor hath been of two forts. 
viz. by letters patent, whiclihath been but rarely ufed; and 
by delivery of the great feal, which delivery is to be entered 
upon record; wherein it is to be obferved, that the Keeper 
of the great feal had the feal delivered in divers manners. 
It was delivered to the Chancellor by the King, and im
mediately he took an oath, for the faithful exercifing the 
oflice of Chancellor, and then he fealed writs therew;tll 
alone; and it was delivered to the Keeper without oath, 
and therefore he did not commonly feal therewith, out in 

41nfr. 81. prefence of fome of the Maflers in Chancery. 
And for the mofl part our Chancellors have been chofen 

by the King dllrmlfe 6en, .placi/o, and put in polfellion of 
their oRice by the delivery of the feal; though it is Caid, 
that in the time of King lIm. z. the manner of ordaining a 
Chancellor, was hy hanging the great feal of Ellgland abuut 

C b the neck of the Chancellor elect. am # IJr. 
'The Chancellor hath tWO powers, one ordinary, the other 

eytraordinary. In his ordinary power, he holds plea of mat
ters according to the courCe of the commOn law; and in the 

• Inn - 55'. extraordinary power, he j udgeth according to eq uity, modera-
"/9 4 t-~· ting the rigour of the common law, and governing his ju~g
;4~'~"d'i'': ment by the law oinature and confcience; ordering all things 
L,mb. A,. jllxla a-qullnl tl lomlln: and having the King's power in thd. 
f,.. 3' Dug. matters, he hath been called the keeper of the Kir.g's 
36• confcience. 

With regard to the commencement of his equitable au· 
thority, it (eems to be untraceable. and to have prefcription 
for its parent. 

:It King Hfftry 5. hld two great ((als, one or gold, which he delh'~rd to 
the Oifh(jp of Durham, and JTlad~ hIm L',r,J Chancdlor;. iilnother of film, 
which he .!elivelcd to Ibe lliili .pof London to krcp. Anu note, that hi!· 
tlJrlans often confound Clllnt,llvrs 3nd K~ept15 toseth~r I 
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