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\VY'l'llE. 

'\iY'l'liE, G£oitGE, CII~\ncellol1 of .\J .. irgi11ia, 
att<l a distinguished fric1td of his cotttltry, '''as 
bora in tl1e cou11ty of Elizabctl1 city, in 1726. 
At scltool l1e learnetl only to read and 'vrite, 
::tnd to apply the five first rules it. arithn1etic. 
'Vithout tl1e assistance of any instructor he 
aeqttired a11 accurate J~nO\Yletlge of the Gt~eek, 
and l1e read tl1e best at1tl1ors in tl1at as well as 
in tl1e Latin language. He n1ade l1imself also 
a profound lawyer, becon1ing pet .. fectly versed 
in the civil and eon1mOt1law, and in the statutes 
of Gt•eat Britai11 and ''irgi11ja. lie· was also 
a skilful mathen1atieian, l'tnd '''as 'veil ae· 
qttainted \vitl1 moral and naturalJlllilosophy. 

I-Iavit1g obtained a license to practice law, 
ltc took l1is station at the bar of tl1e old gene
Jlal court \Viih n1any otlleJ• great n1en, whose 
111crit has bet'n tl1e boast of Virginia. Among 
tliCill lte \\ras eottspicttou& not fop ltis eloquence 
or ingenuity in maintaining a ba(l eause, but 
for l1is sot~nd se11sc ~lttd learning, and rigi(l at .. 
tacl1n1ent to justice. l-Ie 11eve1• undertook the 
sup{,Ol .. t of a eat!se, whicl1 he kne'v to be bad, 
or wl1iflll did not appear to be just and hono
ral>lc. He \vas even kno\vn, wlaen l1e doubted 
tlte statetnent of his client, to insist ttpon l1is 
Jnal\.ing an affidavit to its trtttlt, and itl every 
·instane(J, "'l1ere it was in l1is \•o,vei', he exa .. 
n1ined tl1e ·witnesses as to tlte f~1cts itttende•J to 
IJe 11roved ])efore l1e brottght tl1e suit, or agl'ce<l 
to def\·ntl it. 

\VI1cn tlte tin1e a111•ived, \V]Ji<~lt lleavcn lJatl 
Uestinet) fnt• tfte SCtJaration of the 'Vi,Je, confe .. 
cle~~at \vht•etlUillie of Anlcrica, rronl tltc donli
'lli-oJCfbt/ Great Britilin, 1\II·. \lr ';tl1~ ''7 a., one ot .. 



the instrun1ents in tl1e l1and of tlro,·idence fot,.. 
~lccon•plishing tll~-\t grt~at \lork. H·e took a 
deci<lcd 11art in tl1e ,·ea·~· first mo\·enaents of op
position. ~ot cot~tet1t n1er~l)T to fa)) in ,,·ith 
the '' isltes of his fellu\l citizens, l1e assisted in 
persuading tl1en1 not to subntit to British ty
ranny. "\\1ith a 11ropl1etie ntind l1e looked for
''"ard to the event or an approaching 'rar, an«l 
resolutely l)l'el)ared to enc~oltntcr all its {'''il: 
r11ther tuan to resign l1is artael1ment to liberor 
ty. 'Vith his pupil and f1·iend, Tltomas Jef
ferson, he roused tlte people to t'esistance •• \s 
tlte controversy grew wat•til, his zeal be~an1c 
proportionaiiy fervt.tut. He joined a corps oi 
\"oluinteers, aceuston1ed l•in1self to lllilitat·~· tlis-. . 
cipline, and "·as read~, to n1arth at tl1e eall of 
his eountl'J''"· But that countr·;7

, to ,,·ho~e in
tei·ests lte "·as so sincerelv attacltcd, bad otl1er 
dut.it"s of mo1·e impm·tan<·; fo1· him to 1•el'f'Orm. 
It \\·as his destiny to obtain distinction as a 
statesman, legislator and judge, and not as a 
wart'ior. Bt-fo1·e tlte \lar cotnnletlct-tl, l1e ,,·as 
eleeted a IJleltlber of tl1e '7irgini~1 as~ctllblJ· .
.._1\.fter having been for sonae time speaker of 
the house of llurgesses, l•e ,,·as setlt l•y the 
men1bers of that IJotly as one of tJ1eir tlelt~gates 
to tl1e eongres~, ,,·hich assembled ~lay 18, 
1775, and did 110t separlate until it l1ad d~eclar
ed the indepet1den{·e of ... \n1eri~a. In that 
most enlightened and patriotic assemlJly l1c 
possessed no sntall share of influence. lie \las 
one of tltose, ,,.l1o signed tl1e n1en1orahle llccla
ration, by which tlae l1eroic legislator~ of tl1is 
CO\lntry Jlledged ''their li,·es, tl1eir ~e'•'-tuncs, 
aad their sa~:red honor,'' te maio\aia a.utr-.,ren~ . ' 



its violated •·igl1ts. Btlt tl1e voice of l1is nati·rc 
sttlte soon called ltiiit from tl1e uttsy st~cnes, 
'vl1cre his talents 11ad been so tlollly excrtetl. 
By a resolution of'9 tl1e gt~nerttl assen1l)ly of "~ 
Vi•~ginia, dated N·oven1br1~ 5, 1776, 'l'ltotuas 
Jefferson, EdmltD{l Pendleton, Geotlge '':r)'tlte, 
George 1\lasotl, and '1-,ltottlas Lu,lwell Lee weJ'e 
aJlpOiHted a COlllDlittee to revise tl1e la"'S ofc 
tl1e eornn1on\vealt!1. '.l'l1is \\~as a \Vork of very 
great labor difli~ulty. Tl1e cotnnaittee of re
visors did not tlisallpoitlt tlte ex}Jectation s of 
tl•~·ir cottntry. In tl1c cotn tl1encet11ent of tlteit' 
labors tl1ey 've1·e deprived of tile assistane.e~ 
'vlt.ich n.tigl1t h~t\re been reeeivr<l from tl1~ abi
lities of ~lcssrs. 1\lason and Lee, ],y tlie death 
of tlte OJle a11d tl1e 11Csignation of tl1e otlter.-
'l.,lle re1naining tl1ree prosecttted tl1eit· task '''ith 
indefatigable activity and zral, atltl, J ttne 18, 
1779, nlalle a t~eport of one l1undred ar1d t\\"en
ty-six bills, 'vliich tl1ey l1ad prepared. Tltis 
repot~t slto\ved an intin1ate kno\vledge of tl1e 
g1~eat pt'ineiillcs of I~gislation, and reflected 
tl1e l1igl1est l1onor U}Jon tJ1ose \\'llo formed it. 

After finishing tl1~ task of new modt~llin; 
tl1e la\vs, l1e \Vas e111ployed to catlry tl1e1n into 
effect, lJy })eing }Jlacr·d in tlte tliffit~ult office of 
judge of a court of t~qttity. lie .was one of tlte 
tl1ree judges of tlte l1igh eottt•t ot' eiJ.ancel'Y, 
and aftei'\Vards sole cltatlccllor of 'ril'ginia, in 
\V.l1icll st1ttion l1e continttt:.tl ttntil tl1c tlay of l1is 
deatlt, duri11g a period of Illore tltP.n t\venty 
yeat·s. 

lie ''r~!s a !llt'111J1r-r of tl1e \· .. irginia COllVCrl

tion, 'vh icl! ir~ .J tttlc i 7 88, C(•n sidct·cd tl!e Jlro
uos-c~·l coustittttion of tl&c ·lTt1ited States. lle 



WYTHf:. 

was eve1-- attaclted to tl1e cotJstitutjou, 011 ac
cottnt of tJ1e prineiples of frecdo1n a11tl justice, 
\Vhicl1 it contained, and in every change of af
fairs he \Vas steady in supporting the t•ights of 
111an. Ilis political opinions "\Vere al\vays firmly 
repltblican. lfe presi£1ed twice sttccessively in 
the college of elt~etors in Virginia, antl twice 
voted for a president, wltose political 011inions 
eoinci•le11 witl1 his o\vn. 

He died in J unc, 1806~ in tlte eigltty first 
year of l1is age. It was stlp{10sed tl1at be 'vas 
poisottell, bttt tl1e llerson sUS}Jecte'l \ras n~
qttittell by a jitry of his eountryt11en. Jly ltis 
last will l1e IJeqtteatiJe(l Jtis valuable IilJrary 
and tlltilosotlhical aJlparatus to his fri«~nd, l\lr. 
,Jefferson, at1(1 dlstril1ut£'d tlte renlaitJdcl· o-f his 
little property an1ong the gran(l cl1ildrcn of' It is 
sister, and the slaves, wl1on1 he ha<l sr.t free. 

C11ancellor \Vytl1c possessell a sottl t•<'plete 
with benevolence. lie '''as of a SO(~ia1 and a f .. 
fectionate dispof'itio11. His intt·grity was ne
ver even suspected. While be practised· at 
the bar, wl1en otl'ers of an txtraordin~ry l1ut 
well n1eritefl eotttpensation \Vere nta<le to l1in1 
by clients, 'vl1ose e.at!ses l1e had gained, l1c 
would say, tl1at tlte lal>oreJw was indeed wor .. 
thy ot' his l1ire, llttt tlte lawftll fee 'vas ali 11c 
batl a right to demand, aatl as to prese11ts he 
ditl not want anfl wottl'l not acccJlt tl1e1n f .. ront 
any lllan. Tltis grandeur or nlintl 1IC lln·i
fornlly preserved to tlal~ end of his lifP. 

'l''ltE END, 
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